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Environmental Product Declaration (EPD)

• Globally recognised communication format for type III (ISO 14025) environmental 
declarations

• a declaration is neither a label nor a claim in ISO talk

• In the EPD, you shall not benchmark performance: “product X is better than product Y”

• Voluntary

• Based on a Life Cycle Assessment (LCA)

• EPD, and underlying LCA, conducted according Product Category Rules (PCRs)

• EPD, and underlying LCA, are independently verified

• EPD registered with an EPD programme operator (e.g. The International EPD System)

• Mainly for business-to-business communication, but used in more and more contexts (more 
on later slide)

communicates transparent, objective and comparable information about the 
life-cycle environmental performance of one or several products



EPD development process



What is a PCR (Product Category Rules)?

• A document that provides rules, requirements, and guidelines for developing 
an EPD for a specific product category. 

• A complement to the General Programme Instructions (GPI): 

• LCA calculation rules

• EPD content

• We have about 130 valid PCRs in the International EPD System, whereof 25 
are on food or beverage products, for example:

• PCR 2022:07 Soft drinks

• PCR 2021:05 Fish and fish products

• PCR 2020:07 Arable and vegetable crops

• PCR 2019:01 Fruits and nuts

• PCR 2013:04 Grain mill products

• The PCRs are developed in an open, transparent and participatory process

https://www.environdec.com/PCR/
















Why register an EPD?

External drivers

• Required by downstream companies

• Legal compliance

• Competitive edge in Green Public Procurement

• Compliance with certification schemes

• Etc.

Internal drivers

• Corporate sustainability goals

• Marketing

• Green product and process innovation

• Environmental Management Systems (EMS)

• Sustainable Supply Chain Management (SSCM)

• Etc.
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• The first EPD programme in the world, founded in Sweden in 1997

• We are proud inventors of the EPD and the PCR

• Since 2014, a fully-owned subsidiary to the non-profit organization 
IVL Swedish Environmental Research Institute

• We offer registration and publication services for Environmental 
Product Declarations (EPD) according to ISO 14025 & EN 
15804/ISO 21930 for construction products

• We want to make quality EPD services as credible, accessible and 
affordable as possible.

• Any organization, no matter its size, location and industry has the 
right to publish EPDs in a sensible, simple and affordable way

EPD International is an EPD programme operator
Our EPD programme is the International EPD System



Why EPD International?

• Global EPD Programme with licensees represented in all major markets and 
continents

• Pricing model allowing you to scale up EPD publication at fair cost

• PCRs considered best practice in the market, incl. largest PCR library

• PCRs for ALL product categories

• Global harmonization / standardization -> Aim: ONE PCR for all!

• to minimize market trade barriers

• to enable fair comparison of results in same product categories 
(globally)

• Offering digital solutions that will become absolute necessity to provide 
many high quality EPDs in a timely manner at competitive cost!
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No. EPD registrations per sector (totals)
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• Our third PCR ever was PCR 1999:02 Dairy transports

• In 2002 our first PCR on a food product was released: PCR 2002:04 Seasoning

• Our oldest PCR of the sector that is still valid is PCR 2010:01 Uncooked pasta, not stuffed or 
otherwise prepared

History of food and beverages in the International EPD® System



• 211 valid EPDs

• About 25 valid PCRs for food and beverage products

• + other PCRs relevant to agrifood sector, such as:

• PCR 2019:13 Packaging

• PCR 2022:01 Tableware and kitchenware

• Three more PCRs under development:

• Functional food ingredients

• Soft drinks (published any day now)

• Food and beverage products (main PCR)

Food and beverages in the International EPD® System today



• We see an increased interest in transparent, third-party verified environmental information – EPDs – from customers and legislators, in all sectors

• We are moving from many stand-alone PCRs to one main PCR for food and beverage products

• Sets the overall sector-wide rules for all EPDs of food and beverage products (including upstream products)

• Greater harmonization within the sector

• Easier for EPD owners and EPD developers to handle and keep track of rules in one document

• To be complemented by complementary PCRs (c-PCRs) for more specific product categories

• c-PCRs to include complementing rules – for example on how to define the functional unit – and potential deviations from the main PCR

• Existing stand-alone PCRs to be made into c-PCRs upon their next update

• Moderator for the main PCR is Bárbara Civit, UTN FRM – CONICET, Argentina

• PCR Committee includes UTN FRM CONICET, IndaCO2, Studio LCE, Contactica, TU Dublin, Greenticket, Livsmedelsakademin, MAPPING LCA, Agrifood LCA 

Laboratory, University of Milan

• Open consultation to start soon – then anyone can comment on the draft of this main PCR!

Food and beverages in the International EPD® System in the future



Moving from stand-alone PCRs to one main PCR + c-PCRs in the food and beverage sector
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You can contribute as PCR Moderator, PCR Committee member, or 
stakeholder commenting in the open consultation. Follow
developments here: https://www.environdec.com/product-category-
rules-pcr/get-involved-in-pcr-development

https://www.environdec.com/product-category-rules-pcr/get-involved-in-pcr-development
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